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(57) ABSTRACT

In a system having a thermal backdrop (106) and a thermal
illuminator (102), the thermal backdrop includes a body
having a top face; a contrast phantom (114) positioned above
the top face and aligned substantially parallel with the top
face; and a reflective layer (112) located between the body
and the contrast phantom and aligned substantially parallel
with the top face. The thermal illuminator radiates thermal
energy (104) in a first direction towards the contrast phan-
tom; wherein the first direction is aligned with the top face
such that when the thermal energy is radiated in the first
direction a first portion of the thermal energy is absorbed by
the contrast phantom and a second portion (116) is reflected
by the reflective layer towards a millimeter-wave camera
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(118) in a second direction. Furthermore, the contrast phan-
tom has a plurality of different portions (114A, 114B, 114C,
114D), each portion having a different respective thickness
along the first direction.
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1
CONTRAST PHANTOM FOR PASSIVE
MILLIMETER WAVE IMAGING SYSTEMS

BACKGROUND ART

The present disclosure relates to passive millimeter wave
imaging systems, and more specifically, to contrast phan-
toms for such systems.

Unlike X-ray systems with their ionizing radiation, and
active Microwave systems which bathe an object in RF
energy, passive millimeter-wave (PMMW) imaging systems
read the natural thermal energy in an environment much like
an infrared camera. However, infrared wavelengths are too
short to pass through clothing so longer wavelengths are
chosen such as 3 mm (or from about 80 to 100 GHz).

Heat coming off a human body is interrupted by occluding
objects which have a temperature of their own, or reflect
other temperatures in the environment, giving rise to con-
trast that can imaged by a millimeter wave camera or
radiometer.

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION

In accordance with one aspect of the present disclosure a
system includes a thermal backdrop and a thermal illumi-
nator. The thermal backdrop includes a body having a top
face; a contrast phantom positioned above the top face and
aligned substantially parallel with the top face; and a reflec-
tive layer located between the body and the contrast phan-
tom and aligned substantially parallel with the top face. The
thermal illuminator is configured to radiate thermal energy
in a first direction towards the contrast phantom; wherein the
first direction is aligned with the top face such that when the
thermal energy is radiated in the first direction a first portion
of the thermal energy is absorbed by the contrast phantom
and a second portion is reflected by the reflective layer
towards a millimeter-wave camera in a second direction.
Furthermore, the contrast phantom has a plurality of differ-
ent portions, each portion having a different respective
thickness along the first direction.

A second aspect of the present disclosure relates to a
method for providing a phantom that includes positioning a
thermal backdrop between a thermal illuminator and a
millimeter-wave camera, wherein the thermal backdrop
includes a body having a top face; a contrast phantom
positioned above the top face and aligned substantially
parallel with the top face; and a reflective layer located
between the body and the contrast phantom and aligned
substantially parallel with the top face. The method also
includes radiating by the thermal illuminator thermal energy
in a first direction towards the contrast phantom; wherein the
first direction is aligned with the top face such that when the
thermal energy is radiated in the first direction a first portion
of the thermal energy is absorbed by the contrast phantom
and a second portion of the thermal energy is reflected by the
reflective layer towards the millimeter-wave camera in a
second direction, wherein the contrast phantom has a plu-
rality of different portions, each portion having a different
respective thickness along the first direction.

Another aspect of the present disclosure relates to a
system that includes a wire grid polarizer, wherein the
polarizer is positioned between a thermal illuminator and a
thermal emitter such that energy from the thermal illumi-
nator traveling towards the thermal emitter is transformed
into linearly polarized energy. In the system the thermal
emitter is configured to reflect at least a portion of the
linearly polarized energy towards a millimeter-wave camera
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and there is a motor coupled with the wire grid polarizer and
configured to rotate the polarizer in a manner that varies an
apparent temperature of the thermal emitter based on the
reflected portion of the linearly polarized energy.

Yet another aspect of the present disclosure relates to a
method that includes locating a wire grid polarizer between
a thermal illuminator and a thermal emitter such that energy
radiated from the thermal illuminator traveling towards the
thermal emitter is transformed into linearly polarized
energy; reflecting, by the thermal emitter, at least a portion
of the linearly polarized energy towards a millimeter-wave
camera; and rotating the wire grid polarizer in a manner that
varies an apparent temperature of the thermal emitter based
on the reflected portion of the linearly polarized energy.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

Aspects of the present disclosure are illustrated by way of
example and are not limited by the accompanying figures
with like references indicating like elements.

FIG. 1 illustrates a side view of a contrast phantom in
accordance with the principles of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 illustrates a perspective view of portions of a
contrast phantom in accordance with the principles of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 3 illustrates a perspective view of portions of an
alternative contrast phantom in accordance with the prin-
ciples of the present disclosure.

FIG. 4 illustrates details about a path that thermal energy
travels in a contrast phantom in accordance with the prin-
ciples of the present disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a conceptual illustration of what a radiometer
may capture when used in conjunction with a contrast
phantom in accordance with the principles of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 6 is a graph of effective temperature versus thickness
of an emission layer of a contrast phantom in accordance
with the principles of the present disclosure.

FIG. 7 illustrates an alternative embodiment of a contrast
phantom in accordance with the principles of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 8 illustrates another alternative embodiment of a
contrast phantom in accordance with the principles of the
present disclosure.

FIGS. 9A and 9B illustrate principles of energy reflection
associated with the contrast phantoms of FIG. 7 and FIG. 8

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art, aspects of
the present disclosure may be illustrated and described
herein in any of a number of patentable classes or context
including any new and useful process, machine, manufac-
ture, or composition of matter, or any new and useful
improvement thereof.

“Contrast phantoms”, “imaging phantoms”, or “phan-
toms” are used interchangeably herein to refer to specially
designed objects that are scanned or imaged to evaluate,
analyze, and tune the performance of an imaging device or
system. As mentioned briefly above, millimeter waves may
be used in personnel imaging systems because of their
ability to penetrate clothing and reveal concealed explo-
sives, weapons, and contraband. Some systems are “pas-
sive” in the sense that they use environmental (i.e., thermal)
millimeter-waves for illumination. Image contrast in passive
systems occurs because the effective surface temperature in
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the image varies due to differences in surface reflections,
transmissions through layers of materials, and intrinsic
emissivity of bulk items. In accordance with the principles
of the present disclosure, it is beneficial to have a device
which presents an imaging phantom that emits millimeter-
wave intensities in discrete, calibrated temperature steps for
the purpose of verifying the performance of passive milli-
meter-wave systems. For example, wavelengths from about
1 to 1000 GHz may be utilized.

Contrast objects for thermal IR imaging, for example as
described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,265,958, utilize differences in
temperature/emissivity to generate contrast. Materials used
for IR test objects are blackbodies and thus are optically
thick; the back surface of the blackbody cannot be observed.
At millimeter wave frequencies, as absorption decreases
with decreasing frequency, many more materials become
semi-transparent. In order to generate contrast, it is possible
to utilize reflectivity, transmission, and absorption in dielec-
tric slabs.

Aspects of the present disclosure relate to a substantially
transparent slab that is placed on a thermal backdrop surface
such that the slab is in the path of radiation emitted from a
thermal illuminator. A backing surface of the transparent
slab is highly reflective and the transparent slab has multiple
portions with each portion having a different thickness. A
small amount of the radiation from the thermal illuminator
will be reflected from the front surface of the slab, some of
the radiation will be absorbed by the transparent slab, and
the remaining radiation will be reflected by the highly
reflective backing surface. The thermal illuminator, the
backing surface, and the transparent slab are arranged so that
the reflected radiation is directed to a millimeter-wave
camera.

The thermal backdrop comprises a relatively large ther-
mal mass compared to the transparent slab and the tempera-
ture of the thermal backdrop is controlled so as to maintain
the transparent slab at a predetermined temperature. The
thermal illuminator is operated at its own predetermined
temperature, which, for example, may be greater than the
temperature of the thermal backdrop. The amount of radia-
tion absorbed by a portion of the transparent slab depends on
the thickness of that portion and results in that portion
appearing to be at a particular temperature to the millimeter-
wave camera.

For example, a thin portion of the transparent slab will
allow a substantial amount of the radiation from the thermal
illuminator to pass through it, be reflected by the backing
surface, and then pass back through the thin portion to the
camera. A much thicker portion of the transparent slab will
absorb more of the radiation from the thermal illuminator
such that only a small portion of the thermal radiation
reaches the backing surface for reflection back through the
slab to the camera. Hence, the emission temperature from
the thinner portion seen by the camera will be greater than
that from the thicker portion. The respective thicknesses of
the portions of the transparent slab can be chosen so that the
transparent slab provides millimeter-wave intensities in dis-
crete, calibrated temperature steps for the purpose of veri-
fying performance of a passive millimeter-wave system.

FIG. 1 illustrates a side view of a contrast phantom in
accordance with the principles of the present disclosure. In
FIG. 1 there is a thermal backdrop 106 that is maintained at
a temperature, T, by a temperature control mechanism 110.
The thermal backdrop 106 has a larger thermal mass than the
partially transparent slab 114 which is described in detail
below. The thermal backdrop 106 may, for example, be a
triangular pyramid constructed of aluminum or other metal
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and the temperature control mechanism 110 may, for
example, sense a temperature of the backdrop 106 and
circulate fluid through tubes or hollow structures within the
thermal backdrop 106 to adjust its temperature accordingly.
One of ordinary skill will recognize a variety of alternatives
could be used to construct a thermal backdrop 106 and
maintain it at a predetermined temperature, T,, without
departing from the scope of the present disclosure.

An emitting surface of the thermal backdrop may be
constructed from a partially or mainly transparent slab
having multiple portions, each with their own thickness or
from a plurality of partially or mainly transparent slabs of
material. In FIG. 1, only 1 portion of the slab 114 is visible.
However, the perspective view of FIG. 2 depicts a thermal
backdrop 106 having an emitting surface that includes four
different portions 114A-114D of varying thickness. As an
example, the thickness of slab 114D is depicted in FIG. 2 as
“D”.

Polycarbonate plastic is one example of a material that
has optical and thermal properties that are beneficial in a
contrast phantom in accordance with the principles of the
present disclosure. As for size, the width, “W”, of each slab
portion 114A-114D can be about 10 cm (“about” can be e.g.,
%1 cm). The length of each slab portion 114A-114D can be
between about 10 to 100 cm (“about” can be e.g., +5 cm).
While one of ordinary skill will recognize that the specific
size of each slab portion 114A-114D can vary without
departing from the intended scope of the present disclosure,
the above example sizes can be distinctly resolved in typical
millimeter-wave imaging systems. The vertical alignment of
the slab portions 114A-114D is beneficial in that no slab
portion obscures or shadows another slab portion with
respect to the thermal energy 104 provided by the thermal
illuminator 102. The slab 114 may be made of other material
than polycarbonate plastic. Almost any dielectric material
having known reflective and refractive characteristics at
millimeter-wave wavelengths can be used.

Each of the slab portions 114A-114D has a backing
surface 112 that may be highly reflective and can be pre-
sented to the camera 118 at an angle of about 45° (e.g., £5°).
Because of the temperature control of the thermal backdrop
106, the temperature of the reflective backing surface 112 is
also maintained at substantially T,. The slab portions 114A-
114D, having a thermal mass less than the temperature
controlled body of the thermal backdrop 106, are also
maintained at a temperature of about T, because of thermal
conduction through the reflective surface 112. The reflective
backing surface 112 may be part of the construction of the
slab 114 or may alternatively be a top surface of the thermal
backdrop 106 on which the slab 114 sits.

Returning to FIG. 1, the thermal illuminator 102 is
provided that illuminates, or radiates, the slab portions
114A-114D with thermal energy 104 at a temperature Tj.
The thermal illuminator 102 may be designed to act as a
block body emitter at a predetermined temperature, Ty, and
therefore the illuminator 102 can include a surface 120 that
is maintained at that temperature and is beneficially covered
with a material that absorbs millimeter-wave wavelengths
(to reduce any ambient reflection). For example, similar to
the thermal backdrop 106, a temperature control mechanism
108 can be included that maintains the temperature of a large
thermal mass illuminator 102 at the appropriate temperature
Tz. As shown in FIG. 1, the thermal illuminator 102 can
include a conical cavity 123 whose surface 120 is of an
appropriate material. One of ordinary skill will readily
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recognize that other types of thermal illuminators may be
used without departing from the scope of the present dis-
closure.

As a result of the configuration of the illuminator 102,
backdrop 106, and the camera 118, thermal energy 104 is
radiated onto the transparent slab 114 such that a portion of
that thermal energy 104 is reflected towards the camera 118.
The transparent slab 114 also radiates its own thermal energy
based on its own temperature. The combination of the
reflected energy and the thermal energy of the slab 114
results in a particular amount of thermal energy, T, 116,
being received by the camera 118 to be imaged.

Thus, FIG. 1 depicts a system that includes a thermal
backdrop 106 that has a body having a top face, a contrast
phantom 114 positioned above the top face and aligned
substantially parallel with the top face, and a reflective layer
112 located between the body and the contrast phantom 114
and aligned substantially parallel with the top face. There is
also a thermal illuminator 102 configured to radiate thermal
energy 104 in a first direction towards the contrast phantom
114; wherein the first direction is aligned with the top face
such that when the thermal energy 104 is radiated in the first
direction a first portion of the thermal energy is absorbed by
the contrast phantom 114 and a second portion of the thermal
energy is reflected by the reflective layer 112 towards a
millimeter-wave camera in a second direction. Of particular
benefit, the contrast phantom 114 comprises a plurality of
different portions 114A-114D (shown in FIG. 2), with each
portion having a different respective thickness along the first
direction.

FIG. 3 illustrates a perspective view of portions of an
alternative contrast phantom in accordance with the prin-
ciples of the present disclosure. In FIG. 3, there are four
(simply by way of example) different slabs 302, 304, 306,
308. As shown, the slabs 302, 304, 306, 308 could be
embedded into the metal surface of the block of the thermal
backdrop 106. This configuration may improve the thermal
“soaking” of the slabs to temperature T, the temperature of
the block, and illustrates an example of how additional
temperature steps could be incorporated by having both
columns and rows of slabs 302, 304, 306, 308 with different
thicknesses.

In accordance with the principles of the present disclo-
sure, a slab portion 114A-114D, for example, is maintained
at a known temperature (i.e., Ty) and also illuminated with
thermal energy at a known temperature (i.e., Tg). Some of
that illuminating thermal energy is absorbed by the slab
portion 114A-114D but some passes through each slab
portion, strikes the reflective backing surface 112 and is
emitted towards the camera 118. The camera 118 determines
an apparent, or effective, temperature of each slab portion
114A-114D based on the amount of the illuminating thermal
energy 104 that is reflected towards the camera 118. If, for
a particular slab portion, almost all of the illuminating
energy is reflected towards the camera 118, then that slab
portion will appear to be close in temperature to the thermal
illuminator 102. If, however, little of the illuminating energy
is reflected towards the camera 118, then the temperature of
that slab portion will appear to be close to that of the thermal
backdrop 106. By varying the respective thickness of each
portion of the slab 114, the camera 118 can image phantoms
that appear to be at different temperatures even though the
slab 114 is being maintained substantially at a temperature
To.
The theory for the brightness of radiation in millimeter
waves in passive thermal environments reveals that with
illumination at temperature T reflecting on a phantom (i.e.,
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6
one of the slab portions 114 A-114D) at temperature T, and
thickness, “D”, backed by a metallic reflector, the effective,
or apparent, temperature to the camera 118 is given by:

T+ Tat+eT, EQUATION 1:

Where the intensity reflectivity of a slab portion, r, and
emissivity of the slab portion, e, are given by EQUATION
2:

(1R

=R+ ——
PE R TR, Ryenp(<2xD)

Raexp(—2«L)

B (1 = R)(1 + Ryexp(—«L))

T=RiFoexp(-arl) L~ SXP(AL)

In the above equations R,, and R,, are the reflection
coeflicients at the air/slab interface and slab/backing surface
interface, respectively. Because the backing surface 112 can
be considered almost a perfect reflector, R,=1 can be used in
the equations. At an angle of incidence, i (where, for
example, i=45°) the air/slab portion intensity reflection
coeflicient R, is given by EQUATION 3:

2
nZcos(i) — \/ n? — sin?(i)

n2cos(i) + y n? — sin’ (i)

R =

This reflection coefficient, R,, assumes wave polarization
parallel to the plane of incidence. The emissivity models for
parallel and perpendicular polarizations are different, but the
differences are relatively small. In practice, the polarization
of the millimeter wave camera will be known, so one of
ordinary skill will recognize that the polarization appropriate
to the camera can be used for calculating the reflection
coefficient R;. Assuming that the phantom slabs, or slab
portions, are made of polycarbonate plastic with index of
refraction n=1.66+0.0045 i and an absorption coeflicient
k=0.17/cm, the reflection coefficient is computed to be
R,=0.017.

FIG. 4 illustrates details about a path that thermal energy
travels in a contrast phantom in accordance with the prin-
ciples of the present disclosure. Even though the slab portion
114D has a thickness of “D”, the length a wave travels in the
slab portion 114D is a distance 402 labeled “L” in FIG. 4 and
is used in the above equations to calculate the intensity
reflectivity of a slab portion, r, and emissivity of the slab
portion, e. Incident energy 104 arriving at the air/slab
interface 400 at an angle of about 45° will be refracted in
such a way that energy traveling in the slab portion 114D
will travel at an angle 404 relative to a normal to the
interface 400. The distance “402” is given by:

L=(D/cos(0))

For polycarbonate plastic, for example, 6=24.5° which gives
cos(0)=0.91.

FIG. 5 is a conceptual illustration of what a radiometer
may capture when used in conjunction with a contrast
phantom in accordance with the principles of the present
disclosure. In FIG. 5, there is an image area 502 that captures
an image of the four slab portions 114A-114D of FIG. 2.
Because of the differences in thickness of the different slab
portions 114A-114D, some will absorb more illuminating
thermal energy and some will reflect more illuminating
energy to the camera 118. Thus, the four slab portions



US 10,197,451 B2

7

114A-114D will appear to be at different effective tempera-
tures for the camera 118. The pixel intensities (or colors) of
the four regions 502, 504, 506, 508 are different in the image
502 because of the different effective temperatures of the
four slab portions 114A-114D. In particular, if the effective
temperatures of each slab portion 114A-114D are known,
then the image 502 of FIG. 5 can be useful in determining
if the camera 118 is operating properly and can be useful in
interpreting the temperature of various objects in operation-
ally-captured images.

Typically, millimeter wave cameras construct an image of
a scene based on thermal energy detected by a receiver array.
The camera can construct an image over a temperature range
bounded by room temperature and body temperature. Thus,
a contrast phantom can be constructed such that one slab
portion thickness is chosen that corresponds to room tem-
perature (i.e., about 0% reflection) and another slab portion
thickness is chosen for body temperature (i.e., about 100%
reflection). Between these two thicknesses, slab portions of
varying thicknesses can be provided to create a contrast
phantom having discrete steps based on how many different
slab portions are used.

An example nine-step contrast phantom is provided below
in which the illuminator 102 has a temperature, T,, of about
100° F. (e.g., £5°), and a thermal backdrop 106 has a
temperature, T, of about 55° F. (e.g., £5°). The table below
provides a model of effective temperature, T as a function
of a thickness “D” of polycarbonate slab portions using
EQUATION 1.

Effective temperature as a function of phantom slab thickness

D (cm) exp (-kL) T e Teff (F.)
0 1 1 0 100
0.3 0.95 0.89 0.11 95.2
0.7 0.88 0.77 0.23 89.7
1.1 0.81 0.66 0.34 84.9
1.6 0.74 0.55 0.45 79.9
2.2 0.66 0.44 0.56 75.0
3.0 0.57 0.33 0.67 70.0
4.2 0.46 0.22 0.78 64.9
6.0 0.33 0.12 0.88 60.4

Using the above thicknesses, a contrast phantom could be
constructed with nine separate slab portions. When that
contrast phantom is imaged, nine discrete steps can be
identified in the image which respectively correspond to
each of the different slab portions. Each slab portion is a
“phantom” emitter producing radiation at a calibrated tem-
perature. As seen from the above table, the nine discrete
steps are evenly spaced with about 5° separating each step.

FIG. 6 is a graph of the information in the above table
relating to an effective temperature versus thickness of an
emission layer of a contrast phantom in accordance with the
principles of the present disclosure.

FIG. 7 illustrates an alternative embodiment of a contrast
phantom in accordance with the principles of the present
disclosure. In accordance with FIG. 7, a movable platform
702 supports a thermal emitter 708 (e.g., a polycarbonate
slab such as described above). As in the description above,
the slab 708 can include a highly-reflective coating 714 and
include temperature control provisions (not shown) that
maintain the slab 708 at a desired temperature. One example
blackbody source (or thermal illuminator) can be the sky
704 such that thermal energy from the sky 704 impinges on
the thermal emitter 708 and is reflected towards a passive
millimeter wave camera. The sky 704 is merely one example
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of using an ambient environment for the thermal illuminator
in accordance with the principles of the present disclosure.
A rotating wire grid polarizer 706 is located in-between the
thermal illuminator 704 and the thermal emitter 108. The
thermal energy from the thermal illuminator 704 is substan-
tially unpolarized energy and the polarizer absorbs energy
aligned with the wires but allows energy orthogonal to the
wires to pass through. Thus, relatively uniform linearly-
polarized energy strikes the thermal emitter 708. In particu-
lar, the angle of the axis at which the energy is linearly
polarized depends on the orientation of the wires 705 of the
polarizer 706. As the polarizer 706 rotates, differently polar-
ized energy results that then strikes the thermal emitter 708.
One of ordinary skill will recognize that other methods and
techniques for polarizing energy may be used without
departing from the intended scope of the present disclosure.
One example wire grid polarizer that is beneficial with
millimeter waves could have a 6-in. frame with 0.001-in.
wire diameter at 200 wires/inch.

The platform 702 can include a mast 712 and a mounting
system 710 that are configured such that the height of the
thermal emitter 708 can be varied. This movement can
accommodate different placements of a camera or possibly
to direct reflected energy at certain pixel locations associated
with an image generated by a camera.

FIG. 8 illustrates another alternative embodiment of a
contrast phantom in accordance with the principles of the
present disclosure. The embodiment of FIG. 8 is similar to
that of FIG. 7 in many ways. A movable platform 802
includes a mast 812 and mounting system 810 to support a
thermal emitter 808 with a reflective backing 814. However,
in FIG. 8, a blackbody illuminator 804 similar to the thermal
illuminator 102 of FIG. 1 is provided. The position of the
thermal illuminator 804 and the thermal emitter 808 is such
that thermal energy from the thermal illuminator 804 strikes
the thermal emitter 808 and is reflected to a camera.

As described with respect to FIG. 7, a rotating wire grid
polarizer may be placed between the thermal illuminator 804
and the thermal emitter 808. The result is that relatively
uniform linearly-polarized energy strikes the thermal emitter
708. In particular, the angle of the axis at which the energy
is linearly polarized depends on the orientation of the wires
805 of the polarizer 806. As the polarizer 806 rotates,
differently polarized energy results that then strikes the
thermal emitter 808.

FIGS. 9A and 9B illustrate principles of energy reflection
associated with the contrast phantoms of FIG. 7 and FIG. 8.
A blackbody illuminator 912 emits relatively unpolarized
energy 910 that reaches the wire grid polarizer 908. The
result is that the unpolarized energy 910 is transformed into
linearly polarized energy 906 that will strike the thermal
emitter (e.g., polycarbonate slab) 902.

A plane of incidence 904 can be used to visualize the
orientation of the electric field of the linearly polarized
energy 904 relative to the surface of the thermal emitter 902.
As more clearly shown in FIG. 9B, the linearly polarized
energy 906 has an axis of polarization that forms an angle ¢
920 with the plane of incidence 904. The value of the angle
¢ 920 depends on the orientation of the wires (e.g., 705, 805)
of the rotating wire grid polarizer (e.g., 706, 806).

The linearly polarized energy 906 (also can be denoted E)
has a first component ]?S that is perpendicular to the plane of

incidence 904 and a second component E; that is parallel
with the plane of incidence 904 such that E:EP+E =
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According to Fresnel equations, an intensity reflection

—
, t,, for the first component E; is different than an
intensity reflection coefficient, r,,, for the second component

coeflicient, r
= .
Ep. In particular,

|n1c050; —npcosf; 2

nycost; + nycosh,

2

nycosl; — iy cosh,
rp=|

nycosd; + nycosd;

where 0, and 0, are shown, respectively, in FIG. 9A as
elements 920 and 922. Also, n, and n, correspond to respec-
tive indices of refraction for a “top” material and a “bottom”
material at an interface between the two. These intensity
reflection coeflicients, r, and r,,, can be used in an equation
similar to EQUATION 1 and EQUATION 2 above to
estimate an apparent temperature of the thermal emitter
according to EQUATION 4:

T = To+Yor (Tp=To)

where index a=(s,p) denotes the polarizer’s configuration,
T, is the temperature of a thermal backdrop or emitter, and
Ty is the temperature of a thermal illuminator.

Thus, the amount of energy produced by the thermal
emitter (e.g., 708, 808) will depend on the relative amounts

—
of the reflections of the first component Eg that is perpen-
dicular to the plane of incidence 904 and the second com-

ponent E; that is parallel with the plane of incidence 904.
Thus, even though the temperature of a thermal illuminator
may stay the same and even though the thickness of a
thermal emitter may stay the same, an apparent temperature
of the thermal emitter (e.g., 708, 808) as detected by a
camera may vary because of the rotation of a wired grid
polarizer (e.g., 706, 806).

The apparent temperature that the thermal emitter can
achieve is bracketed by the temperature, T, of the thermal
illuminator and the temperature, T, of the thermal emitter.
Depending on a particular combination of polarization, slab
index of refraction, and angle of incidence, an apparent
temperature of the thermal emitter will appear to be between
T, and Tj.

According to the embodiments described with respect to
FIG. 7-FIG. 9B, a passive millimeter wave “beacon” can be
designed wherein the rotation of the polarizer creates a
variation in apparent temperature of the thermal emitter. For
example, rotating the polarizer at a substantially constant
speed can create a sinusoidal variation in apparent tempera-
ture of the thermal emitter. In other words, much like a
viewer observes the rotating light from a lighthouse, the
apparent temperature of the thermal emitter as captured by
a radiometer will vary in a periodic manner between a low
temperature and a high temperature. Similarly, a passive
millimeter wave “display” system could be constructed
where individual pixels are controlled. In other words, low
and high apparent temperatures would correspond to black
and white pixel values and variations in the position of the
polarizer will determine particular gray scale pixel values at
an appropriately place camera.

One of ordinary skill will recognize that a wide variety of
motors, gears and other mechanisms may be utilized to
rotate the rotating wire grid polarizer in such a way as to
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precisely control a speed of rotation and also to not cause
interference with the energy arriving at, or departing from,
the polarizer.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular aspects only and is not intended to be limiting
of the disclosure. As used herein, the singular forms “a”,
“an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
prising,” when used in this specification, specify the pres-
ence of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements,
and/or components, but do not preclude the presence or
addition of one or more other features, integers, steps,
operations, elements, components, and/or groups thereof.

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of any means or step plus function elements in the
claims below are intended to include any disclosed structure,
material, or act for performing the function in combination
with other claimed elements as specifically claimed. The
description of the present disclosure has been presented for
purposes of illustration and description, but is not intended
to be exhaustive or limited to the disclosure in the form
disclosed. Many modifications and variations will be appar-
ent to those of ordinary skill in the art without departing
from the scope and spirit of the disclosure. The aspects of the
disclosure herein were chosen and described in order to best
explain the principles of the disclosure and the practical
application, and to enable others of ordinary skill in the art
to understand the disclosure with various modifications as
are suited to the particular use contemplated.

The invention claimed is:

1. A system comprising:

a thermal backdrop comprising:

a body having a top face;

a contrast phantom positioned above the top face and
aligned substantially parallel with the top face; and

a reflective layer located between the body and the
contrast phantom and aligned substantially parallel
with the top face;

a thermal illuminator configured to radiate thermal energy
in a first direction towards the contrast phantom;
wherein the first direction is aligned with the top face
such that when the thermal energy is radiated in the first
direction a first portion of the thermal energy is
absorbed by the contrast phantom and a second portion
is reflected by the reflective layer towards a millimeter-
wave camera in a second direction, wherein the milli-
meter-wave camera is positioned near the contrast
phantom and the reflective layer so as to receive at least
a part of the second portion of thermal energy reflected
by the reflective layer; and

wherein the contrast phantom comprises a plurality of
different portions, each portion having a different
respective thickness along the first direction.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the contrast phantom is
further configured to emit thermal energy in the second
direction.

3. The system of claim 2, wherein the thermal backdrop
is configured to maintain a predetermined temperature
related to the emitted thermal energy.

4. The system of claim 3, wherein the predetermined
temperature is between about 50 and 60 degrees (F.).

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the thermal illuminator
is configured to maintain a predetermined temperature
related to the radiated thermal energy.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the predetermined
temperature is between about 95 and 100 degrees (F.).
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7. The system of claim 1, wherein the contrast phantom is
comprised of polycarbonate.

8. The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of different
portions comprises at least 5 different portions.

9. The system of claim 1, wherein the top face is rectan-
gular in shape having a first and second edge opposite one
another and a third and fourth edge opposite one another
and:

each of the plurality of different portions extend substan-

tially from the first edge to the second edge; and

the plurality of different portions are positioned adjacent

to one another to span from substantially the third edge
to substantially the fourth edge.

10. The system of claim 1, wherein none of the plurality
of different portions obscures another of the plurality of
different portions with respect to the thermal energy radiated
by the thermal illuminator.

11. The system of claim 1, wherein:

each of the plurality of different portions comprises a

respective top surface, each portion positioned within
the body so that each respective top surface is substan-
tially even with, and aligned substantially parallel with,
the top face; and

the reflective layer comprises respective, individual

reflective layers on a respective bottom surface of each
of the plurality of different portions, the respective
bottom surface being located opposite the respective
top surface and aligned substantially parallel with the
respective top surface.

12. A method comprising:

positioning a thermal backdrop between a thermal illu-

minator and a millimeter-wave camera, the thermal

backdrop comprising:

a body having a top face;

a contrast phantom positioned above the top face and
aligned substantially parallel with the top face; and

a reflective layer located between the body and the
contrast phantom and aligned substantially parallel
with the top face;

radiating by the thermal illuminator thermal energy in a

first direction towards the contrast phantom;
wherein the first direction is aligned with the top face
such that when the thermal energy is radiated in the
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first direction a first portion of the thermal energy is
absorbed by the contrast phantom and a second
portion of the thermal energy is reflected by the
reflective layer towards the millimeter-wave camera
in a second direction, wherein the millimeter-wave
camera is positioned near the contrast phantom and
the reflective layer so as to receive at least a part of
the second portion of thermal energy reflected by the
reflective layer; and

wherein the contrast phantom comprises a plurality of
different portions, each portion having a different
respective thickness along the first direction.

13. The method of claim 12, comprising:

emitting thermal energy, by the contrast phantom, in the
second direction.

14. The method of claim 13, comprising:

maintaining the thermal backdrop at a predetermined
temperature related to the emitted thermal energy.

15. The method of claim 11, comprising:

maintaining the thermal illuminator at a predetermined
temperature related to the radiated thermal energy.

16. A system comprising:

a thermal backdrop comprising:

a body having a top face;

a contrast phantom positioned above the top face and
aligned substantially parallel with the top face; and

a reflective layer located between the body and the
contrast phantom and aligned substantially parallel
with the top face;

a thermal illuminator configured to radiate thermal energy
in a first direction towards the contrast phantom;
wherein the first direction is aligned with the top face

such that when the thermal energy is radiated in the
first direction a first portion of the thermal energy is
absorbed by the contrast phantom and a second
portion of the thermal radiation is reflected by the
reflective layer towards a second direction different
than the first direction; and

wherein the contrast phantom comprises a plurality of
different portions, each portion having a different
respective thickness along the first direction so as to
provide millimeter-wave intensities in discrete steps.

#* #* #* #* #*



